21 November 1970 


Dear Harold: 


This is ani interim and half-baked reply to yours of 
the 18th. When we last saw Hal Nov. 5 he was due to move in a 
few days and was to let us know where and how to reach him. 

Having heard nothing from him since, we tried calling him a day 
or so ago and were told the number has been discontinued and 
were given another east bay number. Thus far he either has not 
been there or the number doesn't answer. We now have several 
enclosures from you which he should see. 

When we saw him, we sounded him out on the possibilities 
of his having a talk with Paul with the idea of getting the 
general impression you mention of what sort of thing could be 
behind this. He was unable to say when or whether he would be 
abMir to see Paul, but gave us the impression that he intended to 
do so in general. I remember saying to him that if the 
opportunity arose to try to impress upon Paul the practicality 
of forgetting the whole thing now if there is any way to do so, 
rather than to push it through with totally unforeseeable 
consequences. Hal seemed to agree, but displayed no optimism 
that he could have much influence. 


Unfortunately we are even more helpless, since Paul 
has not seen us in more than two years, as best I can recall, and 
never exchanged more than a few words with us. It's true he has 
been here at the house twice (once when you were here) but in 
both cases other people were present and did most of the talking. 
On the other occasions we have seen him, there was one where he 
apparently did not recognize us — it was a public lecture, and 
he of course may just have been shy. In any case, we have to 
agree with you that any attempt on our part to take an initiative 
in this matter where he is concerned would raise all sorts of 
questions in his mind ais& as things stand now. As far as we 
know, he has no idea that we know anything about all this, since 
his draft was circulated to a limited group only and we saw it 
only through Hal. Certainly if there is any opportunity where 
we can with any degree of plausibility and naturalness talk 
to him without alarming him, we of course shall do everytjying 
we can. That may be very little, but we shall be ready to try. 


We found the little shop in Chinatown you mentioned 
and Jenifer has assembled some information for you which is 
enclosed. We hope it does the trick.. 


Very sorry to hear# about the negative outcome on 
the spectrograph suit. It's cold comfort, but it occurs to me 
that the higher this goes the bigger noise it will make, and 
the longer it drags out the bigger likelihood these mandarins 
will stub their toe somewhere along the line. 



See you later and all the best, 


about it 


